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A Mesodorylaimus Species (Nematoda) with Two Vulvae, 
Separated Ovaries and Different Tail Shapes 


By 
M. Apov-EL-Naaa* 


Bivulvate nematodes are very rare. To my knowledge this is the first report 
of a bivulvate condition in the family Dorylaimidae. 


Bivulvate forms have been reported in Mononchus muscorum (DUJARDIN) by 
CassiDy (1933), in Anatonchus tridentatus (DE Man) by Hiriine (1969) and in 
Scutellonema bradys (STEINER & LEHEW) by Cavengss (1971). The literature on 
bivulvate forms in nematodes has also been reviewed by ANDRAssy (1960) and 
GERAERT (19638). 


During the examination of specimens of the genus Mesodorylaimus in sam- 
ples collected from the village Szendehely in Hungary (about 40 km north-east 
of Budapest), one specimen having two vulvae was observed when extracting 
nematodes from hornbeam-leaves. Also several normal females of the same spe- 
cies (Mesodorylaimus sp. aff. aberrans SIDDIQI) were found. 

The bivulvate specimens resembled the normal females, the vulvae and se- 
parated ovaries appeared to be equally developed. Both vulvae were in normal 
ventral position. The measurements of this peculiar animal were as follows: 
L = 1.94 mm; a = 40.8; b = 5.7; ¢ = 22; V, = 49% V, = 51.5%; ovary, = 
= 21%, of body length; ovary, = 22% of body length; distance between vulvae 
= 50 yum. 

Some different tails of the same nematode specimens were observed in 
samples obtained from the above mentioned locality and from the Vértes Moun- 
tains (about 50 km west of Budapest). 

The specimens are deposited at the Department of Plant Protection, Al- 
Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt. 
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Fig. 1. Mesodorylaimus sp. with two vulvae. a: anterior end; b 
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Fig. 2. Mesodorylaimus sp. showing different tail shapes 
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